
Surekha  

Surekha was a resident of Kendrapara district, Odisha, and suffered from visual 

impairment since birth. She lost her mother when she was a very little kid, and 

her father expired when she was all of 25. After that, she started living in her 

uncle’s house. She is a member of the Odisha Association for the Blind, and used 

to visit Bhubaneswar for training purposes. There, she met a man who was blind 

like her, and whose native place was also Kendrapara. Both fell in love, but their 

respective parents were not in favor of their relationship, so they got married 

against the latter’s will. They did not return to Kendrapara and started living in 

Bhubaneswar itself, in GGP colony. The husband made furniture for a living.  

After a year and a half of marriage, Surekha got pregnant and her husband took 

her to hospital for a medical check-up. The doctor informed the two that Surekha 

had a stone in her uterus, and that it would be better for Ranjita if the child is 

aborted, and gave her medicines for the same. Within ten days following this 

episode, child died in Surekha’s womb. (She revealed later that her husband never 

wanted a baby in the first place. He kept telling Surekha that he did not earn 

enough to look after an additional family member.) However, he forcefully 

continued maintaining sexual relations with her, even throughout her pregnancy. 

After three years of marriage, her husband stranded Surekha saying that he no 

longer wanted to take her responsibility and married a woman without disability. 

Surekha then took shelter in AVA (a shelter home), in Puri. She stayed there for 

half a dozen years, and meanwhile, came to know that her husband was living 

happily with his new wife and children. She then went to OAB, to take part in 

Grievance Day. During that session, the collector of Khurda referred her to 

Swadhar Home, Janla.  She now lives there with similar inmates. 

*Name changed to protect identity 


